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ICT: AN IMPORTANT CATALYST IN REVITALIZING LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

Jane O. Egwutuoha  

Abstract 
Language is an indispensable communication tool in every human 
community. It is used in expressing one’s life experiences as well as 
communicating members of a given speech community. Information and 
communication technology [ICT], though an innovation in 21st century 
poses its indispensability to an effective teaching and learning of language. 
This paper highlights ICT as an important catalyst in revitalizing language 
education and what it entails to a language teacher. It also highlights some 
of the ICT tools for language learning, advantages of using these tools and 
challenges facing the use of ICT in language education. The work was 
concluded with few suggestions that will enhance the use of ICT for goal 
achievement in the language education sector. 

 
 Nigeria like other third world is battling with how to develop and advance in technology. 
Nigeria as a developing nation needs to adopt specific strategies to advance to the status of countries 
who are developed in technology. The need for innovation is the only key to solving Nigeria’s 
increasing educational problems. 
 
What Is ICT? 

ICT is an acronym that stands for Information and Communication Technology or 
Technologies. It is an important, broad and fast changing subject. ICT is seen every where today 
particularly in education. Information and Communication technology is the catch –all– phrase that is 
concerned with gathering, storing, manipulating retrieving, transmitting or receiving of digital data. It 
includes any communication device or application encompassing; radio, television, cellular phones, 
computer and network hardware and software, satellite systems and so on as well as the various 
services and application associated with them, such as video and conferencing and distant learning. It 
also includes networked technologies with a capacity for a range of types of communication and other 
technologies which allow multimodal and interactive communication. 
 
The concept of ICT generally could mean: 

 A collection of tools and devices used for particular tasks e.g. publishing course delivery, 
transaction processing. 

 An organized set of equipment [like a workshop] for working on information and 
communication. 

 Components of integrated arrangement of devices, tools services and practices that enable 
information to be collected, processed, stored and shared with others. 

 A system of people, information and devices that enable learning, problem solving and higher 
order collaborative thinking, that is ICT as key element under pinning a [sharable] workspace 
[htt://www.intodev.org/en/project.shtml]. 
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  It is on this last concept of ICT that the researcher dwells. According to Ene [2007], language 
is the unique property of human beings and all the development of man, be it intellectual, ethical, 
political, social or economic resolve entirely on the instrumentality of language Koda [2007] defines 
language learning as the scientific application of methods of inquiry from disciplines including 
psychology, linguistics, cognitive science, educational inquiry, neuroscience, ethnography, socio 
linguistics, sociology and semiotics to the fundamental theoretical issues in language learning such as 
child’s second and  foreign language acquisition, language education bilingualism, literacy, 
pragmatics, and inter group relations. 
Language is very indispensable to national unity and development. Ekanem [1991] state that language 
does the following to an individual; 
 

It allows the individual to gain full membership of the society in which he 
lives, that is the specific community into which he is borne and in which be 
generally grows and aspires to become a member. It equips the individual 
with the power of self – expression, [the absence of language or an 
inadequacy of same renders the individual an incomplete being]. His 
feelings might remain un-transmitted and his thoughts of others untapped. 
The vital role of language to a human community cannot be far stretched 
and as a result, particular attention should be paid to its teaching and 
learning which is what language education is all about. 

 
 Language Education    

Language education is the process of learning a language as well as the teaching of the said 
language. It may refer to either learning a native language for the first time or learning a second or 
additional language beyond one’s mother tongue. 
 
Utilization of ICT tools in Language Education or Learning 

According to Graham [2001] one of the most notable attributes in the history of civilization is 
the ever increasing use of tools to shape and control the world around us. Since the invention of the 
electronic computer by John V. Atanasoff [1903 – 1995] in the fifties, the areas of application of ICT 
[a direct product of the computer system] in various sectors of our economy are as vast as the 
universe. The importance of ICT tools in language learning cannot be over emphasized judging the 
richness of language variation and language diversity in multilingual societies. 
 
ICT Tools for Language Learning 

ICT tools for language learning include audio devices, visual devices and multimedia devices. 
Since electro-hardware devices cannot function without the appropriate software, software then 
becomes the pivot of any functional hardware and thus is of utmost significance of ICT development. 
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Language Learning Software 

Rocket languages are a systematic language learning programme with focus on teaching your 
chosen language fast. The software interface is based on audio, text and interactive visualizations. The 
programmes also hold a set of language learning games which is enticing. Rocket languages are easy 
and comfortable for use. They are the perfect solution for the new way of learning a language. 
 

A software known as Whites Smoke’s is an all-in-one writing software and not a dedicated 
language learning programme. But the translation functionalities, which are depending on multi 
language dictionary files make it possible to learn a language while you write. By clicking on a word, 
you can choose the language you want the word to be in the software looks up the word and gives an 
instant feedback as you write. It is like a virtual language teacher built in on your computer. 
 
New Media That Enhance Learning 

New media is a broad term in media studies that emerged in the latter part of the 20th century. 
It is defined as communication technologies that enable or facilitates user-to-user interactivity and 
interactivity between user and information [Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 2012]. New Media are 
those educational media that came into the educational scene only recently as a result of some recent 
discoveries and inventions or those media whose impact are only felt in the education system. 
According to Ofoefuna [1999] the new media include the: 

 Video cassette recording 
 Programmed instruction, accompanied by teaching machines 
 Computers 
 Internet 
 Video disc 
 Close circuit television [CCTV] 
 Language laboratory 

 
Some of these new media are discussed briefly below 
 
Computer 

A computer is an electronic machine that can store information and do things according to a 
set of instruction called a programme. It can also be described as a programmable machine designed 
to sequentially and automatically carry out a sequence of arithmetic or logical operations [Wikipedia, 
the free encyclopedia, 2012]. Computers give out information in microseconds, they are generally 
used for word processing, desktop publishing, accounting packages, computer aided designs etc. 
computers are used in two main forms which include; Computer Managed Instruction [CMI] and 
Computer Assisted Instruction [CAI] which comes in the form of tutorial, drill practice, inquiry 
gaming, problem solving and dialogue. 
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Internet 
The internet is a global system of interconnected computer networks that use the standard 

internet protocol suite [TCP/IP] to link several billion devices world wide. It is some times simple 
called “the net” the internet carries an extensive range of information resources and services, such as 
the applications of the world wide web [www] and so on, it supports e-mails and peer-to-peer 
networks, networks for file sharing and telephony, Ofoefuna [1999] citing Akpa [1997] describes 
internet as a global collection of many different types of computers to computer networks that are 
linked together. The internet helps the teachers and learners to source for and make use of the most 
recent discoveries in their various fields of study. 
 
Advantages of using the Internet 

The internet enables many people to have access to information. Before the advent of the 
internet, scholars use to find it difficult to have easy access to information. After the advent of the 
internet, scholars found access to read other people’s work in their research areas. Rogers [2009] 
observe that information published on the World Wide Web is immediately available to a global 
audience of users. He also notes that because web pages can be updated immediately with new 
information various technical support literatures can be immediately modified in light of new findings 
and developments.   
 

The internet has made communication easier and faster for many internet users; the electronic 
mail [e-mal] has practically replaced the postal services for short written communications. Today, one 
can carry on “live conversations” with other computer users via chat and read time voice 
conversations. The e-mail, the internet had helped students who are studying in institutions that are far 
from their homes to communicate their financial needs to their parents or guardians who meet their 
financial needs to their parents or guardian who meet their financial needs via fund transfer or through 
other electronic media. 
 
Importance of ICT to Qualitative Language Education 

The importance of ICT to qualitative teaching and learning of language whether first or 
second cannot be over emphasized. ICT helps students in the following ways; 

 Having access to selection and interpretation of information 
 ICT enables student to select the learning experience they would like to read and interpret the 

information contained independently 
 They also access a wider range of information sources to enhance their knowledge of the 

language 
 Students can access a wide range of information sources through some programmes that are 

installed in their computers or through their internet. 
 

They are able to read, make new discoveries independent of their teachers. Using the syllabus 
or course content, learners can read ahead and prepare themselves adequately for lessons. 
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ICT Enables Students to Evaluate their Work 
Students are given quizzes after reading most topics in the net. They also have the opportunity 

to evaluate their performance as the computer gives the correct answers to the work done. This helps 
the learner to find out how much of what he read that was clearly understood and retained. This 
ultimately goes a long way to improving the learner’s ability. 
 

ICT does not only enable the students to evaluate their work, it also helps the teacher to plan 
remedial lessons for his weak students. When the teacher has found lessons to help solve the students’ 
learning difficulties for an improved performance. Davis [2002] opined that individualized instruction 
helps slow learners to learn at their pace and that it promotes effective teaching and learning of any 
language. 
 
ICT helps Language Learners to Gain Confidence and Independence 

When students are able to source for and analyze information, independent of the teacher, it 
helps them to have confidence believing that they can achieve much on their own. This has a positive 
effect on their motivation and increases their zeal to study and research. This has a positive effect on 
their motivation and increases their zeal to study and research. 
 

Other areas of importance of ICT to qualitative language education according to Bissonauth – 
Bedford and Cover dale- Jones [2002] include: 

 It enables students to be creative 
 It encourages independent learning, and 
 Study skills so that they have the ability to 
 Take control of their own learning. 

 
Conclusion 

Language has been x-rayed so far as inevitable in every society and every walk of life. This 
importance cannot be over-emphasized. Through the use of ICT the world has been turned into a 
global village. Likewise, language education as one of the disciplines cannot adequately function 
without ICT. The usefulness of ICT has made it a vital tool in revitalizing language education. 
Through there are certain constraints and problems facing ICT in language education, ICT continues 
to be a powerful tool for the development of quality teaching and learning in language especially in 
the 21st century. It remains a catalyst for radical change in existing school practices and veritable 
vehicle for preparing students for the 21st century and beyond.   
 
Constraints and Recommendations 

Despite the numerous useful contribution of ICT to effective language educational activities, 
there are still some constraints that confront ICT. ICT works with electricity, unfortunately the power 
supply in most part of Nigeria is epileptic which frustrates most ICT activities. In most cases, when 
images are projected onto shiny surfaces, such as boards, they can be uncomfortable to look at, when 
projected onto some surfaces, it can be very difficult to make out details [Harmer, 2007]. ICT requires 
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trained personnel for effective management. In most cases the technicians and required manpower are 
not available. That makes the ICT operation problematic to handle. 
 

However, if these potential problems are taken into account and resolved by providing 
computer programmes in schools, making it compulsory for all, both teachers and learner; by making 
power supply constant to some extent, making fund available etc. then ICT will be extremely useful to 
language education 
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